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German.    That is, in my view, the main point of this
Bill.1

In a house of 202, 76 voted against the Bill. On the
previous evening I had exerted myself in trying to repre-
sent to Herr von Kleist the probable results of the policy
into which he was leading his friends, but found myself
in face of a partipris, the basis of which I could not con-
jecture. On that side the breach with me was marked
externally by a distinctness which revealed as much per-
sonal as political animosity. The conviction that that
party-politician, who was on terms of personal intimacy
with me, did grievous mischief to the country and the
Conservative cause, remains with me to this day. If the
Conservative party, instead of breaking with me and at-
tacking me with a bitterness and fanaticism second to no
party in the Opposition, had assisted the imperial govern-
ment in building up the structure of imperial legislation
with honest joint labour, it would not have failed to show
deep traces of this Conservative co-operation. The com-
pletion of the structure was necessary if the political and
military attainments were to be protected from crumbling
away and from centrifugal retrogression.

I do not know how far I could have gone to meet
Conservative co-operation, certainly further than was the
case under the circumstances to which the rupture gave
rise. At that time, in face of the dangers resulting from
our., wars, I regarded the differences between parties
as subordinate, in comparison with the necessity of polit-
ical protection from external attack by serrying our ranks
as far as possible as a united nation. The first condition
was, in my view, the independence of Germany, based

1 Politische Reden, v. 304, 305.
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